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July 3: In Tegucigalpa (Honduras), a Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) delegation
met with Honduran President Rafael Callejas and armed forces chief Gen. Luis Discua. In
statements to reporters, FMLN leaders Joaquin Villalobos, Leonel Gonzales and Miguel Saenz
said peace talks with the government were proceeding in a positive sense, and had entered
an "irreversible" stage. On July 9, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) and
Salvadoran government delegations commenced a new round of peace talks in Mexico City. The
government team is headed by Presidency Minister Oscar Santamaria, and armed forces assistant
chief of staff Col. Mauricio Vargas. FMLN delegation members include Shafik Handal, Salvador
Samayoa, Ana Guadelupe Martinez and Leonel Gonzalez. Alvaro de Soto headed a six-members
UN mediation group. De Soto told reporters that discussion of a cease-fire would begin subsequent
to further treatment of issues bearing on military restructuring. FMLN delegation member Gonzalez
said the rebels planned to open debate on socio-economic inequities in El Salvador. He asserted that
discussion of inequality must precede a cease-fire agreement. July 10: FMLN delegation member
Samayoa said he did not expect this round of talks to produce accords, but that significant progress
had been made in discussions on the creation of a civilian police force. According to Samayoa,
recent violence against human rights and labor activists demonstrated that "the most backward
sectors of the armed forces and extreme rightwing groups do not want negotiations to advance."
Defense Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce said there was no evidence linking the murder of a
human rights activist to any branch of the public security forces. Deputy security minister Col.
Orlando Montano suggested that persons responsible for the killing may be linked to extreme
rightist groups opposed to the peace talks. FMLN commander Rebeca Palacios said that rebel
offensives launched in several areas throughout the country did not constitute an attempt to
achieve military victory, but rather to "break the army's illusions" of a military victory. July 11: In
an interview broadcast by a Salvadoran radio station, FMLN commander German Serrano asserted
that negotiators were on the verge of reaching accords. Military operations would continue, he said,
until a cease-fire agreement is concluded. According to Serrano, the war cannot be won militarily,
and that the army cannot accomplish any more on this front than it has managed to the present.
Samayoa said the two sides in the talks had come closer together on armed forces issues. (Basic data
from Notimex, Inter Press Service, 07/03/91; AFP, 07/09/91, 07/10/91; ACAN- EFE, 07/11/91)
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